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Temple Shalom hosted the 
second annual Israel Today 
Community Symposium Aug. 5, 
attracting some 500 participants. 

Four keynote speakers — 
Rabbi Andrew Paley, Technion 
Vice President Boaz Golany, 
Detroit’s Russell St. Missionary 
Baptist Church Reverend 
Dr. Deedee M. Coleman and 
pro-Israel activist and Dallas 
attorney Charles Pulman — each 
took their turn at the podium 
throughout the day in four joint 
sessions. Each brought their own 
unique perspective to the table, 
but it was Reverend Dr. Coleman 
who garnered a standing ovation 
in her after-lunch keynote. 
Coleman has made a number of 
trips to Israel since 2007 through 
the AIPAC Foundation. 

“I have come today to let the 
house of Israel know that you are 
not alone, you are not alone in 
your struggles, you are not alone 
in your prayers, you are not alone 
in your endeavors to make Israel 
a free state, one that lives without 
fear.”

There is a commitment 
between the Jewish and African-
American relationship, said 
Coleman. She pointed out the 
long history of Jewish support 
during the Civil Rights movement 
and how that relationship had 
waned at times. “We must come 
together as one and strive for a 
better world for us all. … We 
must walk together and declare 
that we can do more together 
than we could ever do apart.”

She stressed that education is 
the key, as is standing up for what 
you believe.

“I am clear like never before 
on what I am called to do during 
a time such as this. Without 
question I am a pro-Israel 
advocate and I am not ashamed 
to stand for Israel and my Jewish 
sisters and brothers and I am 

called to proclaim what I believe:
“I believe that Jerusalem is the 

capital of Israel.
“I believe that the United 

States Embassy should be in 
Jerusalem.

“I believe that not only does 
Israel have the right, but it has 
an obligation, to defend itself 
when being threatened with 
annihilation. And don’t ever, 
ever, ever apologize for defending 
your heritage, your land and your 
people.”

In between keynote sessions, 
participants attended four 
breakout sessions among 30 
choices. A new feature of the 
symposium was a teen program 
led by Jesse Stock of Stand with 
Us.

Ken Glaser and Anita 
Weinstein were lauded 
throughout the day for their 
yeoman’s work in putting 
together an enriching program. 
Plans are already underway for 
next year.
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Linda Garner wasn’t born in Dallas, but as soon as she got here in 1976, she began making an impact. The Corsicana native’s volunteer endeavors are 
a re�ection of her vision of community service: I want to make a di�erence in people’s lives, to share compassion for others, unsel�shness, strength 
and light. It takes all of us with care, foresight and determination.” Linda, a graduate of University of Oklahoma and is a member of Temple Emanuel, 
has served in numerous capacities with many local organizations including: Legacy Willowbend (president, co-chair of YES event), of Jewish Family 
Service (vice-president and life board member, co-chair for Woman to Woman luncheon), Jewish Family Service Foundation(board), Corsicana 
Hebrew Cemetery (president), AIPAC, National Council of Jewish Women, Children’s Medical Center of Dallas, Children’s Medical Center of Plano 
“Legacy of Love”, Children’s Cancer Fund (co-chair), Temple Emanu-El sisterhood, JCC (co-chair for the be event) and American Heart Association. She 
is a recipient of the JFS Leadership Award and the Southwest Jewish Congress Inspiring Women award. Like many super busy volunteers, Linda still 
has time to run Just For You, a successful invitation and gift business since 1979. She is now assisting with second-generation simchas as many of 
the babies she �rst did birth announcements for are getting married and having children of their own. Supporting Linda all the way are her beloved 
husband Dave, son and daughter in law Anson and Amy and daughter Brooklyn. Linda, we are lucky you chose Dallas to call home.Linda Garner
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2nd annual Israel Symposium draws 500
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ABOVE: This year’s symposium featured a teen program.
TOP RIGHT: The Israel Symposium would not be possible without Anita Weinstein 
and Ken Glaser.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Keynote Speakers Technion Vice President Boaz Golany, 
Detroit’s Russell St. Missionary Baptist Church Reverend Dr. Deedee M. Coleman, 
pro-Israel activist and Dallas attorney Charles Pulman and Temple Shalom Rabbi 
Andrew Paley
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